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Thisimageispart of aseries currently in progress and isavisual study on the names given to
Mary the mother of Jesusin the "Litany of Loreto", a solemn litany of titles sung or prayed in
honour of the Virgin Mary. The imagery is concerned with examining these titles through
contemporary photographic technique which is supplied heavily with the vigorous usage of
religious and poetic literary symbolism and iconography.

This particular image "Regina sine labe originai concepta- Queen conceived without
original sin"isavisud interpretation of thistitle and theme. Asreference points for
understanding the imagery the following quotations are invited:

The Immaculate Conception of Mary, the Mother of Jesus, is the belief that God
preserved Mary from any inclination to sin, the inheritance of original sin passed on to
all mankind from our first parents, Adam and Eve. "TheBlessed Virgin Mary, in thefirst
instant of her conception, by asingular grace and privilege of AlImighty God, and in view
of the foreseen merits of Jesus Christ, the savior of the human race, was preserved free
from all stain of original sin." - Pope PiusIX

"O God, Who by the Immaculate Conception of the Virgin Mary have prepared aworthy
dwelling placefor Y our Son, we humbly beg of You, that as through the death of Y our
Son, which You foreknew, Y ou have kept her freefrom all sin, so by her intercession
enable usalso to cometo Youwith pure hearts. Through the same Christ our Lord.
Amen." -Prayer : Feast of the Immaculate Conception, Dec. 8

(Before thou camest forth out of the womb | sanctified theeO™-

"Hewho created me has deigned to dwell in my womb" [Srh 241

"The Father of mercies willed that the incarnation should be preceded by the acceptance of
her who was predestined to be the mother of His Son, so that just as awoman contributed to
death, so also awoman should contributeto life. That is true in outstanding fashion of the
mother of Jesus, who gave to the world Him who isLifeitself and who renews all things, and
who was enriched by God with the gifts which befit such arole. It isno wonder therefore that
the usage prevailed among the Fathers whereby they called the mother of God entirely holy
and free from al stain of sin, as though fashioned by the Holy Spirit and formed as a new
creature” [Lumen Gentium #56]

"Indeed it was wholly fitting that so wonderful amother should be ever resplendent with the
glory of most sublime holiness and so completely free from al taint of original sin that she
would triumph utterly over the ancient serpent. To her did the Father will to give hisonly-
begotten Son -- the Son whom, equal to the Father and begotten by him, the Father loves
from hisheart -- and to give this Son in such away that he would be the one and the same
common Son of God the Father and of the Blessed Virgin Mary. It was she whom the Son
himself chose to make his Mother and it was from her that the Holy Spirit willed and brought
it about that he should be conceived and born from whom he himself proceeds. -- Pius IX
Ineffabilis Deus

"Hewas the ark formed of incorruptiblewood. For by thisis signified that His tabernacle

"Regina sine labe originali concepta- Queen conceived without original sin”



Visual Symbols

"Hewas the ark formed of incorruptiblewood. For by thisis signified that His tabernacle
was exempt from putridity and corruption." BHippolytus

"Mary, aVirgin not only undefiled but aVirgin whom grace has made inviolate, free of
every stain of sin." BSt. Ambrose of Milan

"Hear me, ye divine offspring, and bud forth as the rose planted by the brooks of waters."

[Ecclesiasticus 39:17]

Contained within thisimage are many symbolisms including:

¥

White Rose B Dante uses the symbol of the rose to represent the whole of the
universe. its multiple petals, it is a beautiful image of our expanding cosmos.
"In the form of aresplendent white rose, the holy army (meaning the saints),
appeared to me, that Christ made his bride in his own bloodEd escended into
the great flower, beautiful with all its petals, and then ascended again to the
eternal indwelling of its love (meaning God)...When they descended into the
flower, from rank to rank, they sent peace and ardor..." Chrigt isaways at the
center of the rose as the mystery of Hisincarnation in the womb of the Virgin.
Doves nest - The image of the doves nest is symbolic of the home of the Holy
Spirit. TheHoly Spirit in this case, isto makeits home in the womb of the
Virgin. Theimage is duplicitous and a so serves as an image of foreshadowing
acrown of thorns which symbolizes the ultimate sorrowful mystery and
passion of Jesus.

Chambered Nautilus- Symbolic of the womb of both Mary and her mother,
Ang, the shell isacontainer of life. It isasymbol of interna harmony and the
perfection of nature. The nautilus shell evokes a sense of mystery and awe. Its
spiral structure displays perfect mathematical proportion. The nautilus shell is
lined with mother-of-pearl and is arelatively unchanged form for 450 million
years. The cephalpod grows into increasingly larger chambers throughout its
life cycle symbolizing protection, expansion, and renewal .

BirdsNest - The birds nest has long been a symbol of the circle of life. The
nest isbuilt by the maternal instincts and is a protective vessel woven with
twigs, mud and fiber which symbolize the tapestry of life.

Persmmon BMany cultures use the Persmmon as Christians do as an apple
symbol. In thisimage, the persmmon is used as a symbol if spring and
transformation. The green persimmon is acrid and bitter, but the fruit becomes
very sweet asit ripens. Man lived in separation from God through the sin of
Adam and Eve. Mary, who was preserved from this sin through grace,
participated in helping the transformation of the world to be re-united with
God through His son, the child in her womb. Also, through the bitterness of
Christ passion, He redeemed Man who from thenceforth may be united in the
sweetness of Eternal life. In the perssmmon poem by Gary Snyder, the "deep
in the dark of atomb" emergeswith apersimmon ripe to the bottom.




